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the Indian mineral owner, a lease may 
be let through private negotiations. 

(c) The Secretary shall advise the In-
dian mineral owner of the results of 
the bidding, and shall not approve the 
lease until the consent of the Indian 
mineral owner has been obtained. The 
requirements under § 212.21 are applica-
ble to the approval of a mineral lease. 

§ 212.21 Execution of leases. 

(a) The Secretary shall not execute a 
mineral lease on behalf of an Indian 
mineral owner, except when such 
owner is deceased and the heirs to or 
devisee of the estate have not been de-
termined, or if determined, some or all 
of them cannot be located. Leases in-
volving such interests may be executed 
by the Secretary, provided that the 
mineral interest shall have been of-
fered for sale under the provisions of 
section 212.20(b) (1) through (6). 

(b) The Secretary may execute leases 
on behalf of minors and persons who 
are incompetent by reason of mental 
incapacity; Provided, that there is no 
parent, guardian, conservator, or other 
person who has lawful authority to 
execute a lease on behalf of the minor 
or person with mental incapacity. 

(c) If an owner is a life tenant, the 
procedures set forth in 25 CFR part 179 
(Life Estates and Future Interests), 
shall apply. 

§ 212.22 Leases for subsurface storage 
of oil or gas. 

The provisions of § 211.22 of this sub-
chapter are applicable to leases under 
this part. 

§ 212.23 Corporate qualifications and 
requests for information. 

The provisions of § 211.23 of this sub-
chapter are applicable to leases under 
this part. 

§ 212.24 Bonds. 

The provisions of § 211.24 of this sub-
chapter are applicable to leases under 
this part. 

§ 212.25 Acreage limitation. 

The provisions of § 211.25 of this sub-
chapter are applicable to leases under 
this part. 

§ 212.26 [Reserved] 

§ 212.27 Duration of leases. 
The provisions of § 211.27 of this sub-

chapter are applicable to leases under 
this part. 

§ 212.28 Unitization and 
communitization agreements, and 
well spacing. 

(a) For the purpose of promoting con-
servation and efficient utilization of 
minerals, the Secretary may approve a 
cooperative unit, drilling or other de-
velopment plan on any leased area 
upon a determination that approval is 
advisable and in the best interest of 
the Indian mineral owner. For the pur-
poses of this section, a cooperative 
unit, drilling or other development 
plan means an agreement for the devel-
opment or operation of a specifically 
designated area as a single unit with-
out regard to separate ownership of the 
land included in the agreement. Such 
cooperative agreements include, but 
are not limited to, unit agreements, 
communitization agreements and other 
types of agreements that allocate costs 
and benefits. 

(b) The consent of the Indian mineral 
owner to such unit or cooperative 
agreement shall not be required unless 
such consent is specifically required in 
the lease. 

(c) Requests for approval of coopera-
tive agreements which comply with the 
requirements of all applicable rules 
and regulations shall be filed with the 
superintendent or area director. 

(d) All Indian mineral owners of any 
right, title or interest in the mineral 
resources to be included in a coopera-
tive agreement must be notified by the 
lessee at the time the agreement is 
submitted to the superintendent or 
area director. An affidavit from the 
lessee stating that a notice was mailed 
to each mineral owner of record for 
whom the superintendent or area direc-
tor has an address will satisfy this no-
tice requirement. 

(e) A request for approval of a pro-
posed cooperative agreement, and all 
documents incident to such agreement, 
must be filed with the superintendent 
or area director at least ninety (90) 
days prior to the first expiration date 
of any of the Indian leases in the area 
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